
By Nadya Klimenko
The Science Barge has 

been a popular destination 
for visitors who are hungry to 
learn about sustainable farm-
ing – and just plain hungry. 
A wide variety of groups, in-
cluding students, educators, 
businesses and other local 
residents, have gone aboard 
for a tour, and then fanned 
out across Yonkers in search 
of a good meal.

Early in June, Laura 
Harkness, senior director of 
global research and develop-
ment nutrition at PepsiCo, 
along with 16 staff members 
paid a visit to the barge and 
the daylighted park. Pep-
siCo has recently formed 
the Global Nutrition Group 
so that, in the words of the 
group’s CEO Dr. Mehm-
ood Khan, it may be “well-
equipped to deliver authen-
tically nutritious products 
advantaged by science in an 
accessible and affordable way to consumers.” 

Honing in on produce, grains and dairy in 
its initiative, the PepsiCo employees went to the 
barge to educate themselves on how to grow veg-
etables hydroponically and to witness, in Science 

Barge Director Bob Walters’ words, “a zero-car-
bon farm in action.” 

Afterward, the entire group dined at X20.
On June 10, the barge hosted a group of na-

tionally-renowned science educators. Following a 

By Phil Foley 
On Mclean Avenue in the middle of the 

“Irish Miracle Mile” is the oldest pharmacy 
in Yonkers. It has been known for 118 years 
as “Merk’s Chemists,” located at 973 Mclean 
Ave. Right up the block from another long-

time neighbor, Palmer Hard-
ware, and right next to that icon-
ic Italian bakery, Anna Artuso’s 
Pastry Shop – and the Butcher’s 
Fancy, too!

Founded in 1896 by chem-
ist Herman Merk, who operated 
it until he retired to Florida in 
1958, this store has stood the test 
of time! The reason it is still here 
is because of the personal atten-
tion each customer gets from a 
very professional, highly-trained 
staff that always greets visitors 
with a friendly smile and a warm 
hello. 

The customer is always 
priority number one at Merk’s. 
That is why the people of Yon-
kers and Woodlawn keep going 
back – generation after genera-
tion!

Since 1985, Nick Verlizzo 
has owned and operated Merk’s. 

A graduate of Cardinal 
Hayes High School in the Bronx, 
he spent time in the U.S. Marine 
Corps from 1969 to 1975, later 

getting his pharmacy degree from the Brook-
lyn College of Pharmacy. He bought the busi-
ness some 30 years ago.  

Verlizzo is a mainstay of the Mclean Av-
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Mayor Mike Spano with YMA grad Marlene Pichardo.

Robotics Camp volunteers, including Theodore Kim, Hillary Frank, Fernando Paulino, Aida 
Mehovic, Elieen Gerard, Enzo Kim and Charlie Gebbia from PAL, with students assembling 

robot chassis. Photo by Ed Whitman.

From left are Police Officer Christopher Velez with Ex, Lt. Mark Mendelson, Capt. Thomas 
Barnett (commanding officer of the Emergency Services Unit), Police Officer Brian Devitt 

with Rosco, and Police Officer Christopher Barca (K-9 training officer).

Visitors to Science Barge 
Arrive Hungry for Knowledge 

Yonkers’ Oldest Pharmacy 
Celebrates 118 Years

Marlene Pichardo Named 
Mayor’s Award Recipient 

‘Gentle Giant’ Col. Herbert Blum; 
Yonkers’ Most Decorated Combat Vet.

Yonkers PAL Robotics 
Camp Exercises the Mind 

An EXceptional Graduation

Congratulations to Mayor’s Award recipi-
ent, Yonkers Montessori Academy graduating 
senior Marlene Pichardo. 

Marlene is a standout student, All-League 
soccer player and mentor at the Nepperhan 
Community Center. She also helped organize 
YMA’s Heroes and Leaders Program, the Walk 

Against Breast Cancer, homecoming, a teacher-
student basketball game and carnival. 

With the help of the $2,500 Mayor’s Award 
scholarship, Marlene is headed to Manhattan 
College.

Special thanks to Yonkers Contracting for 
sponsoring the award once again this year! 

The Yonkers Police Athletic League 
hosted a robotics camp July 7 through 11 at 
the PAL Building on North Broadway, de-
signed to introduce children ages 10 to 15 to 
the exciting world of science and engineering 
through the construction of a fully-function-
ing robot.  

The camp was taught by members of the 
Yonkers High School Mechadogs Robotics 
Team, which won the All-Star Rookie Team 

Award and competed in St. Louis in the First 
Robotics National Competition. The PAL was 
one of the team’s sponsors. 

The camp was free of charge for its 12 
campers of boys and girls, and taught subject 
matters ranging from the mechanics and de-
sign of the robot, to its wiring and program-
ming.

One might wonder why the PAL, whose 

By Robert Kalfus
Yonkers’ most decorated combat 

veteran, Col. Herbert Blum, was remem-
bered last month at the Mount Hope 
Cemetery in Hastings-On-Hudson by 
friends, family and fellow combat veter-
ans. A Yonkers Police Department color 
guard opened the memorial ceremony 
with a presentation of rifles, dipping the 
American flag, firing a three-round rifle 
volley, and pausing for a bugle perfor-
mance of “Taps.”

Blum, born in 1925, lived 87 years 
to serve our country with honor and dis-
tinction in four conflicts – World War II, 
Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf War/
Operation Desert Storm – and raised a 
family in Yonkers, leaving behind a son, 
John; a daughter, Dawn; and two grand-
children, Sierra and Tara. His wife, Ro-
salee, passed away two years earlier. 

Col. Blum was a retired civil en-
gineer and a World War II veteran who 
served with the Fighting 36th Infantry 
Division in Italy, Germany, France and 
North Africa. He is the recipient of the 
Purple Heart with three Oak Leaf Clus-
ters, the Bronze Star with three OLCs, 
the Silver Star with one OLC, and not one – but 
two Distinguished Service Crosses, and the Distin-
guished Service Medal. 

He served with the New York State Guard in 
the rank of lieutenant colonel, was a life member 

of the Disabled American Veterans Post 16 of Yon-
kers, and a life member of Jewish War Veterans 
Post 68 of Yonkers. 

Harold Dworetzky, past commander of Yon-
kers’ Central Committee of War Veterans Organi-

EX, a German shepherd who came to the 
U.S. from Slovakia, recently “graduated” after 
completing 17 weeks of training with the Yon-
kers Police Departments K-9 Unit. EX was pur-
chased through monies raised by the Exchange 
Club of Yonkers.

EX had to be trained in obedience, agil-
ity, searching and evidence recovery, suspect 
search, searches for missing persons, and crimi-
nal apprehension. 

“We understand EX will now be trained 
specifically for narcotics work,” said Exchange 
Club President Ann Muro. “It’s almost like col-
lege – you take your basic required courses first 
and then move onto your major.”

EX could have gone to work with the bomb 
squad but his “major” will be narcotics inves-
tigations. EX and his partner, Police Officer 
Chris Velez, have been invited to attend the next 
Exchange Club of Yonkers meeting July 25. 

Continued on Page 9Continued on Page 7
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A Science Barge visitor – and Pepsi employee – takes a ride on a 
Con Ed energy bike. 

Yonkers hero Herbert Blum. Photo by Robert Kalfus.

The staff at Merk’s Chemists.
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Summer is hotter than ever at Empire 
City Casino with the kickoff of the third an-
nual Outdoor Summer Concert Series, when 
music fans will enjoy the incredible talents of 
the best country, pop, and rock artists span-
ning four decades of music every Sunday eve-
ning in July and August.

Empire City Casino announced a social 
media contest using Facebook and Twitter 
that will award winners with VIP platinum 
seating and a meet-and-greet pass for each 
concert. Individuals interested in entering the 
contest follow or “like” Empire City Casino 
on either Facebook or Twitter, then share or 
retweet the image posted by Empire City for 
the band they would like to meet and see per-
form. 

Performances will be held trackside and 
with only 2,000 seats available, concert-goers 
will enjoy up-close performances from an in-
credible lineup of musical talent. Ticket pric-
es start at $27.50 and are on sale now at www.
empirecitycasino.com. There is no minimum 

age requirement to attend concerts, but only 
those 18 years or older are permitted on the 
casino gaming floor.

The social media contest winners will be 
announced each Friday before the scheduled 
concert and will be notified through social 
media. To be eligible, contestants must be 
following Empire City Casino on Twitter @
EmpireCity_C or “like” the Empire City Ca-
sino Facebook page at facebook.com/empire-
city. Two entries will be selected randomly 
from all eligible participants via a computer-
generated process from all eligible entries re-
ceived.

Empire City Casino’s summer concert 
series includes: July 20 – Queensryche; July 
27 – Kenny Rogers (not eligible for social 
media contest); Aug. 3 – Starship starring 
Mickey Thomas; Aug. 10 – Summerland Tour 
featuring Everclear, Soul Asylum, Eve 6 and 
Space Hog; Aug. 17 – Gin Blossoms; Aug. 
24 – 38 Special; and Aug. 31 – The Stylistics 
with special guest The Manhattans.

Everclear will perform Aug. 10 at Empire City Casino.

Two instances of “yarn bombing” in Van der Donck Park in downtown Yonkers. Photos by 
Donna Davis.

Win Meet & Greet Passes 
For Empire City Concerts

Taste The Tradition...
LET US HOST YOUR

NEXT SPECIAL EVENT... 
IN OUR PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

WESTCHESTER’S

FINEST LOCATION FOR

SHOWERS •REHEARSAL DINNERS

INTIMATE WEDDINGS

(UP TO 60 PEOPLE)

97 Lake Avenue, Tuckahoe
914.779.7319

angelinasoftuckahoe.com
www.facebook.com/angelinasoftuckahoe

Open 7 Days. Mon-Thur 11am-10pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11pm 
and Sun 12pm-10pm

Angelina’s

RISTORANTE 

‘Yarn Bombing’ Hits 
Downtown Yonkers

The City of Yonkers and the Hudson River 
Museum launched its “yarn bombing” project in 
downtown Yonkers last weekend, featuring knit 
and crocheted street art on public spaces. 

On display through Sept. 14, the project is 
designed to promote the Hudson River Museum’s 
summer exhibition, “Mandy Greer: The Ecstatic 
Moment,” which features fiber art. The “yarn 
bombing” will be placed on public spaces such as 
the bike rings, park benches, foot bridge and park-
ing meters on the streets flanking Van der Donck 
Park.

A relatively recent form of street art that 
employs colorful displays of knits or crochet 
and other fiber material instead of paint in public 
spaces, “yarn bombing” involves the artist creat-
ing a “tag” which replicates a sleeve already made 
to fit the object being “bombed.” Yarn bombers 
use zip ties or sew up the side to close it, leaving 
no permanent marks where it is installed. 

“Yonkers is quickly gaining notoriety as a 
destination city for artists to live, work and ex-
hibit,” said Mayor Mike Spano. “Thanks to the 
Hudson River Museum, our downtown district 
will be beautifully put on display this summer, 
showcasing the arts and talents of our city and its 
residents. I invite all to visit downtown Yonkers 
and stroll along our revitalized waterfront and ap-
preciate the unique art work.”

Under the leadership of HRM’s teaching 
artist-in-residence Sarah Divi of Yonkers, several 
volunteers donated yarn bombing pieces over the 
last month. The group of dedicated volunteers in-

stalled the yarn bombs in Van der Donck Park this 
week.  Also in time for July 4, crocheted Ameri-
can flags were hung behind the park’s Gold Star 
Mothers statue and on the foot bridge crossing the 
daylighted Saw Mill River. 

Divi will be at the museum each month as-
sisting visitors to create projects in fiber arts. 

“Yarn is usually preserved for home/family 
life or commercial use, but in Van der Donck Park 
we can see yarn as public art,” said HRM Director 
of Education Jennifer Patton. “Full of color and 
texture, these knitted pieces were created by the 
community for the community in order to share 
the celebration of fiber art this summer at Hudson 
River Museum.”

The “yarn bombing” project is inspired by 
the Hudson River Museum’s latest exhibit by 
Seattle-based artist Mandy Greer, who creates 
visionary worlds from mythology, fairy tales and 
from the mundane and magic of everyday life. 
The sewing machine and crochet hook are her 
tools, fabric and objects from the natural world 
her medium.  

Her work will be on display this summer at 
the museum featuring a site specific installation of 
birds, chandeliers and figures draped in costume.

At the end of July, a new yarn display will 
be installed in Van der Donck Park. Among large-
scale blue netting visitors will see granny squares 
in a fish pattern installed above eye level within 
the park, and as the wind blows the fish will seem 
to swim with ease and grace as though they were 
in the river flowing behind it.

By Steve Force
Visit The Hudson Riv-

er Museum before Sept. 14 
and enter, yes, “enter” the 
exhibition “The Ecstatic 
Moment” by Seattle-based 
artist Mandy Greer. 

Descend the main 
staircase alongside a 24-
foot blue, purple and silver-
hued waterfall of crocheted 
cloth, called “Mater Matrix 
Mother and Medium.” You 
will enter a series of spaces 
referencing mythology, the 
natural world, the celes-
tial, the magical and the 
mundane. Be surrounded 
by manikins and statuary 
– some costumed fantasti-
cally, others draped in cloth 
and yarn. Everywhere you 
turn there are images and 
objects and above you will 
see bejeweled chandeliers, 
celestial objects and birds. 

Greer is a multi-media 
artist, so there are videos 
and photographs, many 
in ornate frames from the 
museum, on every wall. 
She has used each room 
of the museum’s exhibi-
tion galleries to explore a different theme: The 
Main Gallery features the “Golden Sphere” and 
“Earth and Forest;” “The Celestial Room” hosts 
a giant black pelican goddess spilling the white 

Milky Way onto the floor while the museum’s 
statue, Euridice, gathers black mums (inspired 
by the mums grown on the museum’s grounds) 
from the pelican’s tail; and “The Vermillion 

Enter the ‘Ecstatic Moment’ 
At Hudson River Museum

Continued on Page 8

“Every Moment Lost Is Lost Forever,” 2014, by Mandy Greer, 
part of “The Ecstatic Moment” installation at the Hudson River 

Museum. Photography by Andrea Kurtz.

Homework Help for Kids
The North Yonkers Preservation and De-

velopment Corporation will offer a homework 
help after-school program for children ages 5 
to 12 from Monday through Friday, 3 to 5:45 
p.m., following the Yonkers Public Schools 
calendar. YPS will provide transportation to 
the program.

Registration and re-registration will be 
held at the center Wednesday, Aug. 6 at 6 p.m.

For more information, call 914-423-
9754 between 9:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

For September enrollment, call today; en-
rollment is limited to 20 children.
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This, Too, is Summer
By Eric W. Schoen 

Hot dogs and hamburg-
ers on the grill. Gardens 
filled with gorgeous flow-
ers. Swimming and splash-
ing around in outdoor pools. 
The joys of summer!

Poison ivy. Bug bites. 
Stomach distress caused 
by improperly cooked or 
stored foods. Tragic pool 
accidents. The not-so-joys 
of summer. 

Like you, I have and 
will attend numerous out-
door events this summer, 
both public and at the 
homes of friends and relatives. There is always 
someone complaining that they are a target for 
mosquitoes, ticks and all the other bugs that 
come out this time of year. And someone al-
ways has those blotches on their hands, arms 
and legs that come about when you are exposed 
to poison ivy.

The first year that Lyme disease became 
a problem in our area, unfortunately I was a 
victim. Now, those of you who know me are 
well aware that I am no gardener, have never 
chopped down a cherry tree (although I was 
born on the same day as George Washington), 
and am far from being an outdoorsman. 

Fatigue, fever, bullet hole? I had none of 
the classic symptoms. I was hospitalized and 
sent home on crutches with a swollen foot. Back 
then it took 10 days for the results of Lyme tests 
to come back; mine test came back positive in 
seven days. Fortunately, the good doctors had 
started me on a course of antibiotic treatment so 
that I was well on the road to recovery.

My mother’s friends got worried and 
started slathering their kids and grandkids with 
creams, lotions and sprays to prevent bug and 
tick bites. If Eric, “Mr. Urban America,” could 
get Lyme disease, their suburban kids who 
played in the grass, woods and fields of our 
great land certainly would not be immune. 

If you are going to be in the outdoors this 
summer, I encourage you to take precautions so 
you will not get bit by the bugs summer brings. 
(Obviously, read the labels and do your research 
online before you put anything on your body or 
the bodies of members of your family.) 

But I learned something years ago that 
works for me and I want to pass on to you: I am 
not a scientist and have no empirical proof that 
this will prevent those nasty little bugs from an-
noying you this summer, but for years I have 
used detergents to wash my clothes that are fra-
grance free. I have found that when I ask friends 
who are getting bitten up in the outdoors what 
they wash their clothes in, nine out of 10 times 
they are using a detergent that has a fragrance, 
or they are using fabric softener sheets with fra-
grance. 

On the topic of fragrance, we all like to 
smell nice during the summertime. If you are 
going to be outdoors, don’t spray yourself 
with perfumes and colognes, and try to use 
fragrance-free deodorants, shampoos, hair gels 
and hair sprays. I find bugs are attracted to the 
fragrances in all of these products!

Many years ago my wonderful dermatolo-
gist told me that the best body soap to use is 
Dove unscented bar soap. There are wonderful 
smelling soaps in the marketplace, but again, 

when I ask friends whom 
summer bugs are attracted 
to, they tend to tell me they 
use scented soaps. 

On the subject of bar 
soap versus liquid soap, a 
doctor friend told me bar 
soap is best, as soft soap 
may leave a residue on 
your skin. If the soft soap is 
scented, that residue can be 
a bug magnet. 

Everyone is different 
and we all know that some 
people are sweeter than oth-
ers. The techniques I have 
outlined worked for me and 

hopefully they will keep you bug free this sum-
mer!

As for food, keep your cooking area clean, 
separate cooked foods from raw foods to avoid 
cross-contamination, use a meat thermometer 
to make sure foods are cooked to the proper 
temperature, and chill leftovers to avoid bac-
teria growth. More information on food safety 
can be obtained at www.FoodSafety.gov. 

Sadly, more than 200 children drown in 
backyard swimming pools each year. As a 
swimmer, I have seen way too many people, 
kids and adults alike, swimming in water that is 
beyond their ability. Poolsafely.gov and www.
redcross.org are only some of the resources out 
there to prevent tragedy in and around the wa-
ter. 

Gardening? Make sure you cover up with 
gloves and long-sleeved shirts. 

Here’s to a bug-free, happy, safe and boun-
tiful summer! 

Hot Topics {subhead}
New York City will issue identification cards 

for residents, but people are opposed to requiring 
identification at the polls on Election Day? 

Forty-six percent of Americans live pay 
check to pay check…frightening! 

Did we really need former reality star 
Bethenny Frankel to pose in her 4-year-old 
daughter Bryn’s Hello Kitty pajamas earlier this 
week? I guess folks do anything for publicity.

The banners flying over area beaches last 
weekend attempting to change people’s minds 
over swastikas? I am sure the companies whose 
planes were used fly banners advertising other 
products…time to boycott those products! 

The public needs to know the funding 
sources and proposed tolls for the Tappan Zee 
Bridge. And if the bridge is going to have cash-
less tolls, the State Legislature needs to enact 
laws to prevent motorists without EZ Passes 
from ignoring bills they receive in the mail, as 
they are currently doing at the Henry Hudson 
Bridge.    

I agree with Pope Francis that Sunday 
should be a day of rest. When I visited Israel 
many years ago, it was spiritually uplifting how 
everything shut down on the Sabbath, Friday 
sundown to Saturday sundown. 

Americans – including this one – need a 
crash course on the World Cup and soccer be-
fore the 2018 World Cup in Russia. 

Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@
aol.com and follow him on Twitter @ericyon-
kers. Catch the Westchester Rising Radio Show 
featuring Dan Murphy and Eric Schoen on 
Thursdays at 10 a.m. on WVOX 1460 on the 
A.M. dial.

Eric W. Schoen

Mary Anne Scattaretico-Naber with new Exchange Club member Tom Quinones.

From left are Judge Scattaretico-Naber, Exchange Club Vice President David Tubiolo, Anne 
Mazza and Dr. Maria Lufrano.

Boo needs a loving family.

Exchange Club Welcomes
Three New Members

Bring Boo Home Today!

A financial analyst, a gastroenterologist 
and a family court magistrate were the latest 
inductees into the Exchange Club of Yonkers. 

Taking the oath of membership from 
Acting Family Court Judge Mary Ann Scat-
taretico-Naber at the club’s dinner this month 
was: financial analyst Ann Mazza; Dr. Maria 
Lufrano, a gastroenterologist with Lawrence 
Hospital and Mt. Sinai Medical Center; and 
New York City Family Court Magistrate Tom 
Quinones. 

“We are delighted to welcome these three 
outstanding individuals,” said Exchange Club 
President Ann Muro. “They will join us in our 
community projects, including our national 
ongoing project, child abuse prevention.” 

Each new member thanked Exchange for 
giving them the opportunity to become mem-
bers of this community and national organiza-
tion. Vice President Justin Tubiolo stated that 
the Exchange Club of Yonkers has added seven 
new members this year. 

Yonkers Animal Shelter has plenty of pets 
available for adoption.

Boo was surrendered to the shelter when 
her owners moved to a home that was not pet 
friendly. She is about 7 or 8 years old and 38 
to 40 pounds, and is a light brown, brindle and 
white color. She is a staff and volunteer favor-
ite, as she has a very expressive face and always 
knows when a volunteer is coming to take her 
for a walk – Boo dances all around her kennel in 
anticipation!

She is a well house-trained, low-mainte-
nance dog who would be a great addition to any 
family. Boo is fond of other dogs, but not a fan 
of kitties. She loves treats, and everyone brings 
them for her!

Visit Boo at the Yonkers Animal Shelter, 
1000 Ridge Hill Blvd., between 11 a.m. and 4 
p.m. weekdays or noon and 4 p.m. weekends. 
For more information, call 914-377-6730 during 
business hours or 201-981-3215 at any time, or 
email lesliem147@gmail.com.

Get a Free Introduction 
To Alexander Technique 

Teaching members of the Alexander Tech-
nique Association of Westchester/Putnam will 
present a free interactive introduction of the 
Alexander Technique on July 30 from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. at the Grinton I. Will Library, 1500 Central 
Park Ave., Yonkers.

Alexander Technique is a mindfulness and 
tension-relieving practice, emphasizing ease 
of movement. With the Alexander Technique, 
learn how to improve postural and movement 
habits, reduce muscle tension, find more ease, 

calm reactions to stress, and alter habits that can 
cause pain.

Alexander Technique is taught at Juilliard 
and the Yale School of Drama to people whose 
“mind/body” is their instrument. Everyone can 
consider his or her mind/body as an instrument, 
which can be played more efficiently.

For more information, contact Claudia 
Wald at 914-779-9515 or waldsing@gmail.
com, or visit www.alexandertechniquebronx-
ville.com.
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Roosevelt H.S.-Early College 
Studies Welcomes Kids in Sept.

Combining rich tradition with an innova-
tive educational program, Yonkers Board of 
Education trustees voted June 18 to rename 
Early College High School as Roosevelt High 
School-Early College Studies.

“We listened to what the community was 
saying, which was to honor the history of the 
school and the legacy of Roosevelt alumni,” 
said BOE President Dr. Nader Sayegh. “Former 
students, staff and families wanted the tradition 
to continue. We believe the new name honors 
both the school’s past and the rigorous Early 
College Studies program that has provided a 
solid academic foundation.”

As a former principal of Roosevelt High 
School, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Michael 
Yazurlo shares the community’s excitement 
about the restoration of the Roosevelt name.

“There is a tremendous amount of history 
that resonates throughout the hallways of this 
building, and I am extremely proud to be a part 
of returning the school’s namesake,” he said. 
“In addition, we have seen the instructional 
benefits of the Early College Studies program 
and the enthusiastic response of the students 
who participated in college courses.” 

The school’s Class of 2014 earned a total 
of 831 college credits.

“It is a testament to the pride and appre-
ciation of our community, which helped build 
Roosevelt’s rich history in Yonkers over the 
years, that the school is restoring its name,” 
said Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano. “Now as the 
school begins a new chapter, students should 
also appreciate the Early College Studies pro-
gram that will round out the great educational 
resources made available to our students.”

Roosevelt High School was built in 1926 
and has a long list of celebrated alumni and stu-
dents, including Pulitzer Prize-winning journal-
ist David Halberstam, former NASA astronaut 
and retired U.S. Air Force Col. Ronald Garan 
Jr.. Former NFL players Jimmy Kennedy and 
Doug Hogue, and singers Mary J. Blige and 
Aerosmith’s Steven Tyler.

After being named a School in Need of 
Improvement by New York State, Roosevelt 
was granted a School Improvement Grant and 
transitioned to Early College High School be-
ginning in 2010. Under the Early College Stud-
ies design, the school partners with local col-
leges and universities to combine high school 
curriculum with post-secondary courses, giving 
students the opportunity to earn college credits 
toward an associate’s degree before graduating 
high school.

Hispanic Fest to Bring 
Fun & Games to Kensico 

Join the fun and enjoy the rich culture 
and Latin traditions at the Hispanic Heritage 
Festival on Sunday, July 20 from noon to 7 
p.m. at Kensico Dam Plaza in Valhalla. Now 
in its 32nd year, the event will bring together 
representatives from more than 20 Spanish-
speaking countries, attracting up to 15,000 
people.

Festival highlights include music, danc-
ing, arts and crafts, foods and fun for all, with 
special activities just for children. Festival-
goers can visit booths staffed by more than 
20 not-for-profit agencies and learn about the 

programs and services offered.
The event is sponsored by Westchester 

County Parks, Alianza Latina, Optimum, Af-
finity Health Plan, Brady Goldberg, Better 
Homes/Rand Realty, The Examiner News, 
Westchester Hispano and El Aguila. For spon-
sorships, booth information and volunteer op-
portunities, call 914-630-1829 from noon to 7 
p.m. Monday through Friday.

The Kensico Dam Plaza is located at the 
north end of the Bronx River Parkway in Val-
halla. For more information, go to www.west-
chestergov.com/parks or call 914-864-PARK.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To join the Exchange Club of Yonkers contact  
Vice-President David Tubiolo at 646-596-3375

Did you use ACTOS and then develop
BLADDER CANCER? If so, you may be 
eligible for money damages from the drug’s
manufacturer and marketer for damages.
The manufacturers and marketers of
Actos have recently been found liable for
Actos causing bladder cancer. Weitz & 
Luxenberg are NATIONWIDE LEADERS
in this Actos and Bladder Cancer field. 
Contact us immediately because there 
are strict time limits to file a claim. For a
free consultation please call us today at 
1-800-ACTOS-YES (228-6793).

We’re with you – every step of the way!

700 BROADWAY |  NEW YORK, NY 10003
BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY & CALIFORNIA

800-ACTOS-YES
WWW.ActosIssues.COM

Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do
not maintain an office. If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule.

WEITZ LUXENBERG P.C.

ActosTM
and Bladder Cancer

(228-6793)
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Real estate Closings 
Flat Fee $799

Semi retired Ivy league lawyer with  
vast experience in all transactions

Nobody does it better. 

martinbepsteinlaw.com  
914 358-3288  

New 2014 Directory of 
Officials Has Arrived

Copies of the new 2014 League of Women 
Voters of Westchester Directory of Officials 
can now be ordered by mail or picked up at the 
LWVW office. 

This popular guide contains names, ad-
dresses and phone numbers of all elected offi-
cials and many appointed officials who repre-
sent Westchester residents at the federal, state, 
county and local levels in convenient print 
form. Also included are websites, e-mail ad-
dresses, maps and other useful information.

Individual copies of the directory can be 
purchased for $7 each, which includes postage 
and handling, by sending a check to the LWVW 
Education Foundation, 570 Taxter Road, Suite 
565, Elmsford, NY 10523; or they may be 

picked up at the office for $6 each between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. 

For more information, including rates for 
orders of 50 or more, call 949-0507 or email 
LWVwestchester@optonline.net.

Printing of the directory was made possible 
by the sponsorship of ConEdison.

The League of Women Voters, a nonpar-
tisan, grassroots organization, encourages in-
formed and active participation in government, 
works to increase understanding of public poli-
cy issues, and influences public policy through 
education and advocacy. Any person of vot-
ing age, male or female, may become a league 
member.

ZBA Approves Protective 
Wall at Brooklands Co-op 

In finalizing a process that took 14 months 
to complete, the Bronxivlle Zoning Board of 
Appeals voted to allow Brooklands, a three-
building, 137-unit residential co-op devastated 
in 2007 and 2011 by overflows of the Bronx 
River and Sprain Brook, to build a 1,000-foot-
long, 4-foot-high wall for protection from fu-
ture floods.

The ZBA ruling referenced information, 
data and exhibits provided to it over the preced-
ing year by Brooklands legal counsel Steven 
Accinelli, Esq., of Veneruso, Curto, Schwartz 
& Curto, with the assistance of Leonard Jack-
son, P.E., principal of the hydrologic

engineering firm Leonard Jackson As-
sociates, of Pomona, consulting engineers to 
Kimball Brooklands Corporation.

The information included a “for-the-re-
cord professional peer-review” written report 
prepared by a third-party engineering firm at-
testing that the proposed wall will have “no 
adverse effect” on nearby properties.

“This is a double-win for Brooklands,” 
said ZBA President Kerry Smith, a resident 
since 2006. “Once the wall is up we’ll no lon-
ger have to worry as we now do about every 

rain, thaw or snowstorm that comes along. Re-
moving the cloud of uncertainty we’ve been 
under should cause property values to go back 
up.”

Brooklands’ distinctive neo-Georgian 
buildings, built between 1927 and 1928, oc-
cupy a 6.72-acre wedge-shaped parcel of land 
north of where the Bronx River and Sprain 
Brook and the parkways named after them 
meet. Floods there have been as much as 5 feet 
deep.

Twenty-four ground-level (“garden”) 
apartments were flooded and their residents 
made homeless for up to two years and 96 cars 
were totaled when a nor’easter struck Brook-
lands on April 15, 2007.

Hurricane Irene hit less than five years 
later, on Aug. 28, 2011, flooding the same 24 
units and making those people homeless for up 
to a year; this time they had enough warning to 
save their cars.

Cost to the Brooklands co-op net of insur-
ance payouts to date (not counting personal 
losses) has been nearly $3 million. The wall, 
which Brooklands will finance and pay for, 
will bring the total to $4 million.

Yonkers Man Creates Monitoring 
System to Protect Loved Ones

A Yonkers inventor is currently awaiting a 
patent for a specially configured, multifaceted 
monitoring system for locating lost or missing 
children and adults, pets and even ordinary per-
sonal items that tend to go missing. 

The Smart Track system consists of a hand-
held transmitter for the consumer and a series of 
up to four receivers. The transmitter component is 
enclosed within waterproof items such as a wrist-
band, dog collar, key chain and/or Velcro attach-
ments. The transmitter would be a GPS-capable 
device configured with an LCD screen and opera-
tional buttons. 

For instant location, the Smart Track trans-
mitter would feature a frequency generator, ampli-
fier, internal antenna, and the required electronic 
components and circuitry. The synched receiver 
would consist of a tuned frequency, receiver cir-

cuit, and audible beeper. 
Televised test marketing has been complet-

ed indicating strong consumer interest in Smart 
Track.

“The Smart Track is not only designed for 
lost children, but is also adaptable for use in locat-
ing any missing pet or loved one, such as an el-
derly relative who may wander off, or swimmers 
or hikers who become lost,” said creator Bernard 
Williams. “The transmitting and receiving capa-
bilities would also facilitate quick location of lost 
personal items.”

Editor’s Note: Development of this product 
is being handled by Invents Company. For more 
information about licensing or sale, contact the 
Licensing Department at Invents Company, 450 
7th Ave., Suite 1107 New York, NY 10123; or visit 
www.invents.com or call 212-620-2629.

Letters to the Editor
The United States of America –

A True Example of the ‘Dark Ages’
I was speaking a couple of months ago with 

a man who has worked as a porter in Larchmont 
for many years. We were talking about how 
“crazy” things are in this society with all of the 
shootings, violence and corruption that is replete 
within corporate America. He said something 
that truly defines the environment of America 
today: “We are living in the dark ages.”

His definition was apropos because the 
state of the United States today. 

Dr, Martin Luther King Jr. said in March 
of 1968: “America is going to Hell for all of 
the violence that it has committed on this con-
tinent and around the world.” We are truly see-
ing that today, where we have lost more than 
35 people a day that day of gunfire and even 
more from suicide; a homeless epidemic that 
is unparalleled with so-called industrialized 
nations, where more than 3 million are living 
on the streets and in shelters – millions more 
who are poor and are living in veritable squalor 
without decent plumbing, water and with rodent 
infestation. 

This barbaric way of living is engendered 
by a savage and insane lust for money and greed 

that does not allow people to afford a decent 
place to live, and where millions do not have a 
sustainable living wage. Twenty percent of all 
homeless people work, but they are homeless 
due to the greed and inhumane housing market-
place that puts profit first and the lives a people 
are not on the radar.

The U.S. has an infant mortality rate that 
is number 30 among 168 countries surveyed – 
the highest in the so-called industrialized world. 
The U.S. has an incarceration rate that is num-
ber one of any country on this planet, and yet 
propagandizes itself as the leader of the “free 
world.” What is even more alarming is that 
there is a prevailing mentality of many whites to 
demonize and call lazy those that are poor and 
in need, yet these same people have the temerity 
to say this is a “Christian nation.” 

John Lennon said: “In America they will 
chew you up and spit you back out.” Yes, this 
porter working here in Larchmont is right! “We 
are living in the Dark Ages.” This is certainly 
not civilization. 
Clifford Jackson
Larchmont
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Torpedo Ram Alarm, above, and Seabiscuit at Yonkers Raceway in 1937, below.

Stay safe while staying cool this summer.

By Mary Hoar, 
President, Yonkers Historical Society

Monday, July 21  
July 21, 1864: The Grammar School De-

partment of Union Free School District No. 6 
held an exhibition of student work in the as-
sembly room of the Ashburton Avenue school. 
The SRO crowd admired the work done by the 
bright, intelligent and happy School 6 children. 
The highlight of the afternoon was the reading 
of an essay by Miss Lucy Montgomery examin-
ing and dissecting “Little Jack Horner.”  

Tuesday, July 22  
July 22, 1781: American and French forces 

formed a junction on Valentine Hill at daybreak. 
Abbe Robin offered the first Mass in Yonkers to 
the troops gathered there. 

Wednesday, July 23  
July 23, 1910: Thomas Broadbent of 15 

N. Broadway was honored by the British gov-
ernment for rescuing three sailors on the trad-
ing steamer Fantel, wrecked on a sunken rock 
off Cape Palmes, Liberia. He was awarded the 
King’s Medal, along with a letter of commen-
dation from the British. Several crewmembers 
were overcome in the lower hold by gas coming 
from flasks whose corks had been loosened by 
the water, and Broadbent volunteered to rescue 
them; he was lowered into the hold and brought 
up the three sailors. 

July 23, 1929: Sprekels Sugar Refinery 
erected five new signs on its plant at the foot 
of Vark Street. The signs to the north and west 
would be for the river traffic, a sign to the east 
would be for Yonkers, and the remaining signs 
would be a deluxe version for the train traffic 
traveling north and south on the nearby tracks. 
All signs were illuminated until midnight every 
night. 

They also announced that all sugar packets 
supplied to the hotels and restaurants in West-
chester County and New York would be labeled 
“Made in Yonkers.”

Thursday, July 24  
July 24, 1653: Adraien Van der Donck was 

given permission to practice law in New Neth-
erlands.

July 24, 1937: Seabiscuit ran in the Yon-
kers Handicap, breaking his fourth record at 
the track. This was his last race at Empire City 
Raceway.

Friday, July 25  
July 25, 1923: The City of Yonkers wel-

comed 175 members of the National Editorial 
Association. The six buses were met at the city 
line by Yonkers Police Department officers on 
motorcycle, Patrick Whelan, Thomas McCaul 
and Philip Sheriden, and escorted to City Hall 
for their official warm Yonkers welcome from 
Mayor Walter Taussig.

Saturday, July 26  
July 26, 1649: Adraien Van der Donck led 

a delegation of discontented colonists to the 
States General in Holland to present a bill of 
complaint outlining the dissatisfactions with 
Peter Stuyvesant’s administration of New Neth-
erlands.

Sunday, July 27  
July 27, 1881: The torpedo ram Alarm left 

its Yonkers’ anchorage at the foot of Main Street 
for the first of many experimental trials in the 
Hudson River off the coast of Yonkers.

For more information on the Yonkers His-
torical Society, Sherwood House and upcoming 
events, visit the Facebook page at www.face-
book.com/YonkersHistoricalSociety. For infor-
mation on membership in YHS, call 914-961-
8940 or email yhsociety@aol.com.  

If your summer plans include a trip to a 
beach or pool, County Executive Robert Astori-
no and Health Commissioner Dr. Sherlita Amler 
have some advice to help keep you safe: 

“County pools and beaches are open for 
the season and we have worked hard to ensure 
that our residents’ safety is first priority,” said 
Astorino. “Never swim in areas that are marked 
‘closed,’ and it’s always good to remind children 
to swim near lifeguards.”

When you are in the water keeping cool, it’s 
easy for both adults and children to forget the 
need to stay hydrated and protect your skin from 
the effects of the summer sun.

“Be sure you and your family drink lots of 
water throughout the day at the pool or shore to 
avoid heat exhaustion,” said Amler, who is the 
county’s commissioner of health. “Wear a hat 
and sunglasses, avoid the mid-day sun and re-
apply sunscreen with a sun protection factor of 
at least 15 every two hours – especially after you 
swim or sweat – to avoid sunburn.”

Amler has additional water safety advice 
for parents, saying it’s critical never to leave a 
baby alone in water even for a second, and not 
to leave children unattended in a pool or at the 
shore.

“Pool floats, inner tubes and noodles are 
no substitute for close supervision,” she said. 
“Swimming and alcohol, just like boating and 
alcohol, don’t mix. To avoid tragedy, make sure 
young children and teenagers know not to sneak 
into closed pools or lakes, and to swim only 
where and when there are lifeguards or adults 
watching them without any distractions.”

Last year in the United States, between 

Memorial Day and Labor Day, at least 202 chil-
dren between 1 and 14 years of age drowned in 
a pool or spa, according to media reports cited 
by www.poolsafely.gov. New York State had 
11 drowning incidents in 2013, making it the 
state with the fifth highest count. Drowning is 
the leading cause of unintentional death among 
children ages 1 to 4 and is the second leading 
cause of death for children ages 5 to 14.

African-American children between the 
ages of 5 and 19 are six times more likely to 
drown in pools than white and Hispanic children 
that age, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. Data from USA Swim-
ming indicate that 70 percent of African-Amer-
ican children, 60 percent of Hispanic children, 
and 40 percent of white children cannot swim, 
and are more likely to drown.

To stay safe around pools and beaches this 
summer, learn how to swim and teach your child 
how to swim; designate a water watcher to su-
pervise children in the pool, spa or at the shore 
(this person should not be reading, texting, using 
a smart phone, or otherwise distracted); learn 
how to perform CPR on children and adults; en-
sure any pool and spa you use has drain covers 
that comply with federal safety standards, and, if 
you do not know, ask your pool service provider 
about safe drain covers; and at the beach, never 
fight currents – swim parallel to shore and at an 
angle if you find yourself in a rip current.

For more health and safety tips, visit www.
westchestergov.com/health and www.westches-
tergov.com; “like” the health department on 
Facebook or follow it on Twitter at wchealthd-
ept.  

On This Day in 
Yonkers History…

Swimming Safety Advice
From the Health Department

New Advocacy Group  
Emerges From Tragedy

A $22,500 reward for the cat killer’s identity is still being offered.

A new council has been formed to address 
animal cruelty in Westchester County. 

In April, 2014 the worst case of animal 
cruelty in Westchester history was discovered 
in Yonkers, when – initially – one dead animal 
was found dangling from a tree branch in Yon-
kers. This animal had been eviscerated and it 
was hard to make out what it was at first, but 
was subsequently determined to be a white 
cat that had been strung up from a branch of a 
crooked tree. Next to it hung a black bag with 
another dead cat, and it was determined that 25 
other cats suffered the same fate.

These cats were beaten to death, and foren-
sics would disclose that some had died a year 
ago, while others were slaughtered within the 
week. The sheer numbers and brutality of this 
case were profoundly upsetting and reported on 
all over the U.S. and the world.

This case remains unsolved despite a mas-
sive public outcry and the offer of a reward for 
almost $25,000 for information leading to an 
arrest.    

As a result of this incident, a group of con-
cerned citizens have organized The Cat Protec-
tion Council of Westchester, with its stated mis-
sion: “To better the lives of cats in Westchester 
County, N.Y., through advocacy, education and 
community outreach; the 12-member council 
will work together as a united team for at least 
one year to open lines of communication with 
the SPCA of Westchester and local humane and 
other law enforcement agencies throughout the 
county to assist with gathering and reporting 
information related to crimes against cats to 
ensure that charges are brought and cases won 
against any person who commits such acts. 

“The council will also work with these and 
other entities to educate the people of Westches-
ter County about the benefits of spaying and 
neutering cats (owned, stray or homeless, and 
feral) and assist in facilitating the development 
of low- and no-cost spay/neuter programs.”

The council, initiated by national organi-
zation Alley Cat Allies, has already met with 
SPCA management and law enforcement rep-
resentatives to discuss improved methods of 
reporting and stopping animal cruelty, as well 
as other issues to facilitate SPCA responsive-
ness to the community. The council has also 
met with members of the Yonkers City Council 
to discuss, among other things, an upcoming 
cleanup and restoration of the site where the 
cats were killed, to then turn it into a place of 
peace and memorial.  

The City Council has allotted $15,000 to-
ward a trap, neuter and release program there, 
which will be an enormous help in reducing the 
number of homeless and vulnerable cats, said 
the council.

Council spokesperson Kiley Blackman 
says, 

“We will not let this case go cold,” said 
council spokeswoman Kiley Blackman. “We 
expect it to be solved. This is the second inci-
dent of a similar nature here, where several cats 
previously were poisoned, which makes a to-
tal of almost 35 animals. The savage, alarming 
murder of those helpless little innocents and the 
numbers involved showed that special attention 
had to be paid on their behalf. We don’t want 
the world to think animal cruelty is tolerated 
here. 

“Cats unfortunately are still some of the 
most misunderstood and ignored of the group 
considered ‘companion animals’ – because of 
this the sicker bullying element feels freer to 
torture and harm them with impunity,” she con-
tinued. “But cats are sentient, intelligent beings 
that don’t deserve to be mistreated. We thank 
the mayor and the City of Yonkers for the kind 
and considerate help they’ve provided for this 
heartbreaking cause.”

To contact the Cat Protection Council of 
Westchester, email Catprotectionwestchester@
gmail.com.

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT WESTCHESTER COUNTY

CYTL 2011, Plaintiff (s), vs. RAVINE GARDENS CORPORATION, RAVINE GARDENS 
CONDOMINIUM, NEW
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE, SERVICE EMPLOY-
EES, YTL 2009, T10 FUNDING, and CITY OF YONKERS, Defendant(s).
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF: Barry Nesson Law P.C.,
700 White Plains Road, Scarsdale, New York 10583
Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered herein and dated June 5, 
2014, I, the Referee will sell at public auction in the lobby of the Westchester County 
Courthouse, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., White Plains, New York 10601, on the 
18th day of July, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. premises in the City of Yonkers, New York known as 
tax map number Section 2; Block 2118; Lot 192 Premises will be sold subject to provi-
sions of a filed judgment and terms of sale.
A third party Bidder shall be required to deposit 100% of the approximate judgment 
amount due upon the Judgment of Foreclosure, estimated to be $8,700 or 10% of the 
bid, whichever is greater.
BID DEPOSIT CHECK(S) MUST BE BY BANK OR CERTIFIED CHECK(S) DIRECTLY 
PAYABLE TO THE REFEREE. CASH PAYMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. BIDS IN 
LESS THAN $500 INCREMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. ENDORSED
CHECKS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED,

Index Number: 57854/2012
Dated: June, 2014
_________________________________
Stuart Ball, Esq., Referee

#1274 06/27/14 – 07/18/14 

THE CITY OF YONKERS, BUREAU OF PURCHASING, City Hall, 40 South Broadway, 
Room 102, Yonkers, New York 10701, will receive sealed Bids for the following projects 
until 2:00 PM, on the dates below.  Sealed Bids will be publicly opened and read at the 
address above.  Solicitation documents are available for downloading from the Empire 
State Purchasing Group website at http://www.empirestatebidsystem.com/.  The City 
welcomes and encourages participation by local and minority and women owned busi-
ness enterprises.

1. Bid 5848 – Opening date 08/06/2014 – auto body repair services as needed (SR).
2. Bid 5868 – Opening date 08/06/2014 – unarmed security guard services at Unter-
myer Park. (KS).
3. Bid 5863 – Opening date 08/08/2014 – construction improvements for the Murray 
Skating Rink (AS).
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CORPORATION NOTICE
    CITY OF YONKERS-NEW YORK

PUBLIC NOTICE

    
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.7-2014

 A GENERAL ORDINANCE ADDING CHAPTER 82 TO THE YONKERS CITY 
CODE ENTITLED “BAMBOO” 
 
 The City of Yonkers, in City Council convened, hereby ordains and enacts:

 Section 1.  A new Chapter 82 of the Yonkers City Code is hereby enacted as fol-
lows: 

“Chapter 82

Bamboo

Section 82-1.   Bamboo restrictions. 

A. No owner or occupant of property or person or corporation or other entity shall plant, 
replant, install or re-install or cause or permit the planting, replanting, installation or re-
installation of plant species upon any property, including but not limited to one family 
and two family residences, located within the City of Yonkers, commonly considered to 
be classified as “running bamboo” hereinafter defined as any tropical or semi tropical 
grasses with monopodial (leptomorph) rhizome (root) systems, including but not limited 
to the following plant genera: Arundinaria, Chimonobambusa, Phyllostachys, Pleioblas-
tus, Psueudosasa, Sasa, Sasaella and Semiarundinaria

B. Every owner or occupant of property or person or corporation or other entity located 
within the City of Yonkers, shall before  taking any action to  plant, replant, install or 
re-install or cause or permit the planting, replanting, installation or re-installation of a 
plant species upon any property, including but not limited to one family and two family 
residences,  commonly considered to be classified as “bamboo” or “clumping bamboo” 
hereinafter defined as any tropical or semi tropical grasses with monopodial (lepto-
morph) rhizome (root) systems or sympodial (pachymorph) grasses, including but not 
limited to Bambusa, Chusquea, 

Dendrocalamus,  Drepanostachyum, Fargesia, Himalayacalamus, Otatea, Thamnocal-
amus, Thyrostachys and Yushania, shall register with the Department of Housing and 
Buildings and obtain a permit for such planting. The fee for such permit shall be $25.00. 

C. Duty to confine bamboo. In the event any species commonly considered to be clas-
sified as ”bamboo”,or “clumping bamboo”, hereinafter defined as any tropical or semi-
tropical monopodial (leptomorph) rhizome (root) systems or sympodial (pachymorph) 
grasses, including but not limited to Bambusa, Chusquea, Dendrocalamus,  Drepa-
nostachyum, Fargesia, Himalayacalamus, Otatea, Thamnocalamus, Thyrostachys and 
Yushania, located upon any property including but not limited to one family and two 
family residences, within the City of Yonkers, the owner or occupant of said property 
shall confine such species to prevent the encroachment, spread, invasion or intrusion of 
same onto any other property or right -of- way. Measures to confine the bamboo, shall 
include but not be limited to the installation of a sheathing, impenetrable by bamboo at a 
sufficient depth, no less than 18 inches deep, within the property line or lines to prevent 
the growth or encroachment of the bamboo upon adjacent or adjoining property. Failure 
to do so shall be an offense. 

C. Notice. The City of Yonkers shall notify the owner or occupant of the property which 
is in violation of Subsection A or B above.  Such notice shall be served upon an owner 
or any other person directly or indirectly in control of the premises either personally or 
by registered or certified mail. 

D. Violations. An owner occupant, person or corporation upon whom notice has been 
served, to cut, trim, remove or otherwise eliminate such bamboo and who, for a period 
of thirty days after the mailing of such notice, shall neglect or fail to comply with the 
provisions of any such notice shall be deemed to have violated this article.

E. Presumption. In the event that any species commonly considered to be classified 
as “bamboo” is found to have encroached, spread, invaded or intruded upon any other 
property, public or private, or any right of way. Said species shall be presumed to be 
classified as “running bamboo.” This presumption shall be rebuttable.

F. Restrictions. Any planting of bamboo, on a property which is less than 10 feet from 
any public street or right-of-way or less than 5 feet from any building, shall be limited 
to a height of no more than 15 feet.  No stalks or roots of bamboo shall interfere with 
any utility lines, pipes, poles, wires or other services whether above or below ground. 
In such event  that if any stalks do create a problem, then the owner or occupant of the 
property will receive a notice from the Commissioner ordering him to cut, trim or remove 
the stalks. Failure to do so will allow the City of Yonkers to take corrective action.  
 Section 82-2. Penalties for Offenses. 
 
Any violation of this section shall constitute a Class 3 offense. “

 Section 2.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately.

THIS GENERAL ORDINANCE WAS ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AT A STATED 
MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 2014 BY A VOTE OF 7-0.

 
        VINCENT SPANO
        City Clerk

 Dated:  June 16, 2014

Legal Notices
Notice of formation of G&G 
Building Concepts, LLC, a 
domestic Limited Liability 
Company (LLC), filed with 
the Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/13/2014.  Of-
fice location:  Westchester 
County. Principal office: 76 
Kathwood Road, Yonkers, 
NY, 10710. SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may 
be served.  The Post Office 
address to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC served 
upon him/her is: 76 Kath-
wood Road, Yonkers, NY, 
10710. Purpose:  Building/
Construction. 

#6546 06/20 – 07/25

Notice of formation of G & 
G Building Concepts, LLC, 
a domestic Limited Liability 
Company (LLC), filed with 
the Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/13/2014.  Of-
fice location:  Westchester 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may 
be served.  The Post Office 
address to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC served 
upon him/her is: 76 Kath-
wood Road, Yonkers, NY, 
10710.  Principal business 
address of the LLC is 76 
Kathwood Road, Yonkers, 
NY, 10710.  Purpose:  Build-
ing/Construction. 

#6547 06/20 – 07/25

Notice of formation of Larkin-
Stanhope Productions, LLC, 
a domestic Limited Liability 
Company (LLC)., filed with 
the Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 06/16/2014.  Of-
fice location:  Westchester 
County. Principal office of 
Larkin-Stanhope Produc-
tions, LLC: 143 Bunea Vista 
Ave., Apt. BF, Yonkers, NY, 
10703. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of Lar-
kin-Stanhope Productions, 
LLC, upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
Vincent Tuturro, 143 Bunea 
Vista Ave., Apt. BF, Yonkers, 
NY, 10703, upon whom and 
at which process may be 
served. Purpose:  Film Pro-
duction Company. 

#6549 06/20 – 07/25

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT:  WESTCHESTER COUNTY.  DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL 
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE FOR MORGAN STANLEY ABS CAPITAL I INC. 
TRUST 2006-HE5, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-
HE5, Pltf. vs. LUIS RIVERA, et al, Defts. Index #08-18626.   Pursuant to judgment of 
foreclosure and sale dated June 9, 2014, I will sell at public auction in the lobby of the 
Westchester County Courthouse, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., White Plains, NY 
on Aug. 18, 2014 at 10:15 a.m. prem. k/a 4 Hamilton Ave., Yonkers, NY a/k/a Section 
1, Block 161, Lot 74.   Approx. amt. of judgment is $569,939.76 plus costs and inter-
est.  Sold subject to terms and conditions of filed judgment and terms of sale.  JOHN N. 
ROMANO, Referee.  FRENKEL, LAMBERT, WEISS, WEISMAN & GORDON, Attys. For 
Pltf., 53 Gibson St., Bay Shore, NY.  File No. 24142 - #84452

 NOTICE OF SALE
 
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY OF  WESTCHESTER
ONEWEST BANK, FSB,
Plaintiff
-against-
Public Adminstrator of Westchester County as Administrator of the Estate of Emmett 
Christopher Williams a/k/a Emmett Christopher Williams, Sr. a/k/a Emmett C. Williams 
a/k/a Emmett Williams-deceased, Darla Blackwell as heir at law, next of kin and distribu-
tee or the Estate of Emmett Christopher Williams a/k/a Emmett Christopher Williams, Sr. 
a/k/a Emmett C. Williams a/k/a Emmett Williams-deceased, Et Al.,
Defendant(s)
Pursuant to a judgment of foreclosure and sale duly dated JUNE 24, 2014
I, the undersigned Referee will sell at public auction to the highest bidder at THE LOB-
BY OF THE COURTHOUSE, 111 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BOULEVARD, WHITE 
PLAINS, NEW YORK on August 15, 2014 at 9:30 AM premises known as 10 HUNT 
AVENUE A/K/A 70 CHELSEA PLACE, YONKERS, NY 10710.
ALL those certain plots, pieces or parcels of land, with the buildings and improvements 
thereon erected, situate, lying and being in the City of Yonkers, County of WESTCHES-
TER, State of New York. 
Section 3 Block 3137 Lot 30-31
Approximate amount of lien $265,184.27 plus interest and costs.
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of filed judgment Index # 59489/2012
DANIEL FINGER, ESQ. ,REFEREE
STEIN, WIENER AND ROTH, L.L.P., ATTORNEYS FOR THE PLAINTIFF
ONE OLD COUNTRY ROAD, SUITE 113 CARLE PLACE, NY 11514
DATED: July 11, 2014 FILE # INDY FF 54343 

Coins • Currency • Jewelry at Hudson 
Valley Numismatics. Experienced collector will 
identify your holdings, help you determine fair 
value, and make you a strong offer or sell for you 
on consignment. We also write USPAP-compli-
ant appraisals, handle estates, and arrange chari-
table donations to nonprofit organizations. ANA 
R-1164851. Reach us at: 914-649-3317, hudson-
coins@aol.com, or http://www.marchaeology.
com. References available.

ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECTIBLES  
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, 
silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-654-1683.   

LICENSEd THERaPISTS NEEdEd - for 
Early Intervention  SLP, OT, PT, SI, SW, Psych  
Cases in Westchester County for ages 0-3 with de-
velopmental delays Send resume to HR@skhov.
org

DO SCULpTURE NOw! • Model clay from 
life and carving stone  • Make molds and castings 
of your sculptures • Instruction from nude model, 
12 three hr sessions /mo • Weekday evenings from 
6-9 and weekends from 12-3 and 3-6 • Tuition 
450.00 /mo • Space available for 5 students • All 
inquiries, call Carl Raven at 347-820-1459 

VOICE AND pIANO LESSONS Beginners 
to advanced Voice Therapy Dr. David Fairchild 
Doctorate in Voice from Columbia University 914-
337-6405 Web site Dr David Fairchild.com 

ADOpT: Looking for a loving, secure home 
for your infant or toddler? Robin and Neil are 
seeking to complete their family. 866 -303 -0668, 
www.rnladopt.info 

ADOpT: Looking for a loving, secure home 
for your infant or toddler? Robin and Neil are 
seeking to complete their family. 866 -303 -0668, 
www.rnladopt.info 

Buy or sell at aaRauctions.com. Contents 
of homes, businesses, vehicles and real estate. Bid 
NOW! AARauctions.com Lights, Camera, Auc-
tion. No longer the best kept secret. 

donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make -A -Wish. We offer free towing 
and your donation is 100% tax deductible. Call 315 
-400 -0797 Today! 

donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make -A -Wish. We offer free towing 
and your donation is 100% tax deductible. Call 914 
-468 -4999 Today! 

RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess Turn-
pike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free Admission & 
Parking, Great Food & Bargains. Vendors Wanted! 
Please visit RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM 
631 -891 -7112 

Financing available for New or Used 
Equipment Heavy Equipment or Trucks All Cred-
it Types Eligible. Asset Based. Free Consultation 
315 -726 -3332 or Visit www.venturecommercial-
capital.com 

aIRLINE CaREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Technician train-
ing. Financial aid for qualified students – Hous-
ing available. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
866-296-7093 

Teaching Vacancies: Biology (9-12), Eng-
lish (9-12), Mathematics (9-12), Special Educa-
tion General Curriculum (9-12), History & Social 
Sciences 7th grade, Middle Education 5th grade, 
Middle Education English 6-8, Visual Arts (5-8), 
K-4, Music Education – Vocal/Choral (PreK-4), 
and Special Education Early Childhood. To apply 
for positions visit our website at www.pecps.k12.
va.us and complete the online application. Selected 
applicants will be invited for an interview.  Clos-
ing date: Until filled. (Prince Edward County Pub-

lic Schools, 35 Eagle Drive, Farmville, Virginia 
23901 – 434-315-2100 ext. 3533) EOE 

Want a Career as a HVaC Technician? 
Accelerated “Hands On Training” & Certifications 
Offered. National Average 18-22 Hourly! Lifetime 
Job Placement Assistance. VA Benefits Eligible! 
1-877-994-9904 

HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLEd? Contact Woodford Brothers Inc,for 
straightening, leveling, foundation and wood 
frame repairs at1-800-OLD-BARN. www.wood-
fordbros.com. “Not applicable in Queenscounty” 

HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLEd? Contact Woodford Brothers Inc,for 
straightening, leveling, foundation and wood 
frame repairs at1-800-OLD-BARN. www.wood-
fordbros.com. “Not applicable in Queenscounty” 

MODULARHOMEBROKERS.COM 14 
MODELS ON DISPLAY, STARTING AT $59 
PERSQUARE FOOT. PRICING INCLUDES DE-
LIVERY, CRANE, SET AND TAX.848-240-7040 

Salmon River Region Redfield/Tug Hill 
Area Snowmobile Trails Close By. Beautiful 
Woods & Meadows 5.2 Acres: $17,995 15 Acres: 
$29,995 5 Acres w/ Cabin: $35,995 Buy Now & 
Get Free Closing Costs! Call Christmas & Asso-
ciates: 800 -229 -7843. www.landandcamps.com 
Owner/Broker 

NEw YORK’S LAND BROKER. Buy 
Your Hunting Property Today! Bank Financing 
Available. NEW YORK LAND QUEST Call Carl 
Snyder, RE Broker 607-280-5770. newyorkland-
broker.com 

LENDER ORDERED FARM LIQUIDA-
TION 3 to 61 acre Parcels at 50% of Market Price! 
3 hrs NY City  -••• Hr Albany! Jaw dropping views, 
ponds, trout stream, rolling fields, deep woods! EZ 
terms! Call 888 -905 -8847 for free info! Virtual 
tour & maps: Newyorklandandlakes.com 

NYS LAND BARGAINS -Mayfield 33.4 
acres, woods $89,000. Oneonta -3.2 acres field, 
view $25,000. Fort Plain¬3.6 acres, field $13,000. 
Owner financing www.helderbergrealty.com 
CALL HENRY: 518 -861 -6541 

wATERFRONT LOTS-Virginia’s Eastern 
Shore. Was 325K Now from $65,000¬Commu-
nity Center/Pool. 1acre+ lots, Bay & Ocean Ac-
cess, GreatFishing, Crabbing, Kayaking. Custom 
Homes. www.oldemillpointe.com757-824-0808 

SaWMILLS from only $4397.00 -MAKE & 
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill -Cut lum-
ber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. FREE 
Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1 -800 
-578 -1363 Ext.300N 

SaWMILLS from only $4397.00 -MaKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill -Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. 
FREE Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
1 -800 -578 -1363 Ext.300N 

Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manufac-
tured home community. 4.4 miles to the beach, 
Close to riverfront district. Pre-owned homes start-
ing at $35,000. New models available. 772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com 

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best selec-
tion of affordable rentals. Full/partial weeks. Call 
for FREE brochure. Open daily. Holiday RealEs-
tate. 1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: www.
holidayoc.com 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire Collec-
tions, Estates. Travel to your home. Call Marc in 
NY 1 -800 -959 -3419  

MODULARHOMEBROKERS.COM 
<http://modularhomebrokers.Com>  14 models on 
display, starting at $59 per square foot. Pricing in-
cludes delivery, crane, set and tax. 848-240-7040 
<Tel:848-240-7040>

Classifieds

Notice of formation of Empire 
Chiropractic & Acupuncture, 
PLLC, a domestic PLLC, filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 06/02/2014.  
Office location:  Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may 
be served.  The Post Office 
address to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC served 
upon him/her is: The PLLC 
40 Pamela Lane, Valhalla, 
NY, 10595. Purpose:  Chiro-
practic and Acupuncture 

#6547 06/20 – 07/25

Notice of formation of Cus-
tom Management Associ-
ates, LLC  Art. of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 6/11/14.  
Offc. Loc: Westchester Cty. 
SSNY desig. as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
the LLC, 1695 Croton Lake 
Road Yorktown Heights, NY 
10598. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

#6545 06/20 - 07/25
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Seniors and Health Care

The pool at Franklin D. Roosevelt State 
Park, the largest pool operated by the New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation, is hosting free “Water Fun in the 
Sun” lessons for children Saturdays and Sun-
days. 

The lessons will focus on basic water and 
pool safety, and will be offered in two sessions: 
from 11 to 11:45am or noon 12:45pm. Parents 
who would like their children to participate can 
bring them to the red lifeguard tent in order to 
sign-up for a session, which are limited to the 
first 20 participants to sign up so that each in-
structor can focus their attention on 10 partici-
pants at a time. 

“This program is a great opportunity for 

young people to learn to be safe in, on and around 
the water so that they can be safe when enjoying 
a pool or other aquatic facilities,” said Ron Ter-
williger, water safety coordinator for New York 
State Parks’ Taconic Region.

Lessons will cover a variety of topics, in-
cluding general aquatics safety, including jump-
ing and diving safety; holding breath and blowing 
bubbles while swimming; floating; basic rescue 
techniques, such as reaching and throwing; and 
proper usage of personal flotation devices.

Franklin D. Roosevelt State Park is located 
at 2957 Crompound Road, Yorktown Heights, 
and is part of the six historic sites and 15 state 
parks operated in the region. For more informa-
tion, visit www.nysparks.com. 

Summer is a great time for parents to pre-
pare for their children’s next school year with-
out feeling pressured, and Westchester County 
Health Commissioner Dr. Sherlita Amler would 
like parents to place immunizations at the top 
of their summer to-do lists, along with summer 
reading lists and back-to-school shopping.

New regulations for school admissions 
require schools to more closely scrutinize chil-
dren’s immunization records and could result in 
a child not being allowed to start or continue in 
school if immunizations are not current. These 
updated regulations provide increased protection 
against illnesses like whooping cough that have 
been reported in school-aged children in West-
chester, as well as measles and mumps, which 
have had recent outbreaks in nearby New York 
City.

The health department will offer free immu-
nizations by appointment during special back-to-
school clinics in July, August and September for 
children ages 12 months through 18 years, who 
are uninsured or whose insurance doesn’t cover 
immunizations.

During these clinics, health “navigators” 
will be on hand to help parents and guardians 
sign their children up for the health insurance 
they need. Families without a regular doctor also 
will receive information about where to go for 

ongoing pediatric primary care.
Appointments will be made on a first-come, 

first-serve basis for vaccine clinic sessions 
scheduled between Friday, July 18 and Tuesday, 
Sept. 23 at the Westchester County Department 
of Health clinics in Yonkers and White Plains.

To schedule an appointment for school vac-
cines at the health department clinic in Yonkers, 
at 20 S. Broadway, call 914-231-2500. The dates 
are as follows:

Thursday, July 24 from 4 to 6 p.m.; Mon-
day, July 28 from 10 a.m. to noon; Friday, Aug. 
22 from 1 to 3 p.m.; Tuesday, Sept. 2 from 1 to 6 
p.m.; Thursday, Sept. 4 from 1 to 3 p.m.; Friday, 
Sept. 5 from 9 a.m. to noon; and Tuesday, Sept. 
16 from 1 to 3 p.m.

To schedule an appointment for school vac-
cines at the health department clinic in White 
Plains, at 134 Court Street, call 914-995-5800. 
The dates are as follows:

Friday, July 18 from 10 a.m. noon; Friday, 
July 25 from 1 to 3 p.m.; Thursday, July 31 from 
4 to 6 p.m.; Thursday, Aug. 21 from 9 a.m. to 
noon and 1 to 3 p.m.; Tuesday, Aug. 26 from 1 
to 3 p.m.; Wednesday, Sept. 3 from 1 to 6 p.m.; 
Tuesday, Sept. 9 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; and 
Tuesday, Sept. 23 from 1 to 3 p.m.

For more information, visit health.west-
chestergov.com/ or call 914-813-5000.

Established in 1919 in New Rochelle for 
housing older adults, United Hebrew marks 
a milestone in a history of service, caring and 
community this year.

United Hebrew is celebrating its 95th an-
niversary in 2014, having evolved from a mod-
est home for elderly men in New Rochelle in 
1919, to a leading comprehensive, multi-service 
senior living campus caring for more than 800 
older adults daily.

“For 95 years we have been a model for 
meaningful and purposeful aging,” said Michael 
Rozen, chairman of the United Hebrew Board 
of Directors. “This celebratory year is an op-
portunity to honor our legacy of caring for our 
community and to plan for new initiatives in the 
future.” 

United Hebrew recently implemented new 
programmatic initiatives – a Hospice and Pal-
liative Care Program, a secure Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia Unit and a Care Management Program.

In addition, United Hebrew recently hosted 
more than 100 people, including board mem-
bers, staff, dignitaries, residents and their fami-
lies, for a special anniversary program. At that 
event, Rita Mabli, president and CEO of United 
Hebrew, commented: “The end of our first cen-
tury of service marks a new beginning…we are 
growing, bringing compassionate care to more 
and more people throughout the tri-state area. 
We thrive, we soar and our possibilities are end-
less.”  

The day featured a performance from the 
IONA College Pipe Band, the unveiling of 
a quilt of compassion, and appearances and 
speeches by community leaders, including New 
Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson and Westches-
ter County Legislator James Maisano, Esq.

“Today is not just simple longevity that 
we celebrate. More significant is our 95 years 
of commitment to compassionate care today, 
tomorrow and in years to come,” said Malcolm 
Lazarus, senior chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of United Hebrew. He added that he has 
seen the organization grow in size, yet never 
outgrow its mission to provide special attention 
for each resident and employee.

Established in 1919, United Hebrew ini-

tially housed nine residents, sponsored by the 
Krakauer Charity and Aid Society, a group of 
charitable Austrian Jews with a pioneering vi-
sion to provide a retirement home for Jewish 
individuals in need. Within a decade, 51 “home-
less, penniless, childless” elderly men and wom-
en had found a home in the original wood-frame 
house on Pelham Road. 

During the 1940s and ’50s, life expectancy 
created new challenges for accommodating a 
growing population in need of retirement living 
options, and so in 1957, The Saul and Ada Gut-
ner Pavilion, a new 102-bed facility, was added 
as “an entirely new concept in living for the el-
derly in need and the first major departure from 
the institutional atmosphere of the traditional 
old age home.”

As the older population continued to ex-
pand, United Hebrew doubled its capacity in the 
1960s, while continuing to provide innovative 
services for elder care. In 1976, The Lola and 
Saul Kramer Pavilion opened, bringing the cen-
ter to a 270-bed capacity, featuring a salon, gift 
shop, tea room, medical suite and more.

In 1980, United Hebrew opened The Low-
Savin Residence, a nine-story apartment build-
ing for seniors able to live independently. Since 
then, it has continued to expand its offerings in 
the community, adding a long-term home health 
program and AZOR Home Health Care services. 

United Hebrew further expanded in 2003 
with the opening of Willows Towers Assisted 
Living – The Beverly and Alfred J. Green Pa-
vilion, providing a supportive residence offering 
enhanced services and amenities. Willow Tow-
ers has the highest form of licensure by New 
York State Department of Health.

In June 2009, United Hebrew opened the 
Lucile and Joseph Skalet Pavilion, a new state-
of-the-art nursing and rehabilitation center with 
private rooms in a more resident-centered envi-
ronment. The short-term rehabilitation suite is 
staffed with Burke Rehabilitation Hospital pro-
fessionals.

United Hebrew is located at 391 Pelham 
Road, New Rochelle. For more information, 
contact Grace Ferri at 914-632-2804, ext. 1190, 
e-mail gferri@uhgc.org or visit www.uhgc.org.

Free Water Safety Lessons 
Available at FDR State Park

Legislator Perez Reminds 
Parents to Vaccinate Children 

United Hebrew Celebrates 
95 Years of Aging Services

Saint Joseph’s Family Medicine
415 South Broadway
Yonkers, NY 10705
(914) 623-5400

Offering Comprehensive healthcare services for the entire family
Pediatrics • Adults • Older Adults

Ammir Rabadi, MD, Medical Director
Wendy Sylvester, MD • Nadeem Shahid, MD 

Celebrating our 125th Anniversary

Hours of Operation
Monday-Thursday 8am-8pm • Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday 9am-2pm

FOR MEDICAL EMERGENCIES, PLEASE GO TO OUR ER AT:
Saint Joseph’s Medical Center

127 South Broadway
Yonkers, New York 10701

(914) 378-7000
www.saintjoseph.org

 Anniversary
Spanish and 

Arabic speaking 
providers are available

INTRODUCING THE LATEST MEMBER 
OF THE SAINT JOSEPH’S FAMILY

 Convenient Hours
 Basic Testing Services On-Site

 Most Insurance Plans Accepted
 Same day appointments available

enue Merchants Association, giving it a per-
son with a strong business background and 
the history of Mclean Avenue. You can always 
see him helping out during the Mclean Mer-
chants’ Festival each September and the St 
Patrick’s Day Parade on Mclean Avenue each 
March.

The store has a total of 1,100-square-feet, 
where customers can find pharmacy needs, 
sundries, candy, soda, greeting cards and 
many other items – too many to mention here. 
If you are looking for a particular item, you 

can just ask one of the eight employees who 
work there and they will direct you to the aisle 
where it can be found. 

The beauty of the store is that customers 
can ask for advice on over-the-counter items, 
or the side effects of prescription drugs. There 
is always someone there to answer your ques-
tions, a question you can’t always get at a big 
“box” store. 

A local drug store is a truly lost art in 
America today!   

If you get a chance to be on Mclean 
Avenue, stop by and say hello to the staff at 
Merk’s. They are located at 973 Mclean Ave. 
(at Martha Avenue). For more information, 
call 914-237-8821.

Yonkers’ Oldest 
Continued from Page 1

A 1912 picture of McLean Avenue, with Merk’s Chemists on the right.
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Make Rising Media Group a part of 
your advertising plan. 

Call today! 914-965-4000

Room” includes two huge vultures perched 
on blood lines, a chandelier dripping torrents 
of crimson cloth with the museum’s statue Or-
pheus standing as a servant to the Poppy God-
dess, a symbolic figure drawn from the fields of 
Normandy and Flanders.

“The Ecstatic Moment” is site specific – 
it was designed for the Hudson River Museum 
and incorporates statues, furniture, frames, 
minerals and crystals, and a wide array of ar-
tistic and historical items from the museum and 
its historic Victorian home, Glenview. Greer 
visited Glenview last summer and was struck 
by the afternoon light coming through its win-
dows and inspired by the mansion’s “ability to 
spur reverie” from a by-gone era. She returned 
this spring to install the exhibit over a two-and-
a-half-week period.

Greer’s works incorporate her love of 
family, the environment and classic literature 
and mythology. “Much of what I am after in 
my work is to capture the rapturous moment, 
when a river of our inner life spills out of us 
like blood or milk,” she said.  

She is a photographer, videographer and 
performance artist, but her principal medium is 
“fabric and objects from the natural world;” her 
tools are the sewing machine and the crochet 
hook. Greer has exhibited throughout the U.S., 
as well as in Florence, Lake Como and Paris. 

The exhibition at the Hudson River Mu-
seum was curated by the museum’s Director 
of Curatorial Affairs Bartholomew Bland, who 
has worked with Greer in Florence and shares 
her love of the neo-Victorian. The combined vi-
sion, creativity and skills of Greer and Bland 
have produced an exhibition of the first order.  

Visit www.hrm.org to learn more about the 
exhibit and to see a video interview with Greer.

Enter the 
Continued from Page 2

zation, noted that Blum was president of Yonkers’ 
Temple Emanu-el, chairperson of the Yonkers 
Parks Board, and a life member of the Jewish War 
Veterans. 

“My knowledge of Herb falls in that catego-
ry,” said Dworetzky. “He would come to a meet-
ing, very quiet and unassuming. We would spot 
him, I would recognize him and salute him. He’d 
have his coffee, bagel, cream cheese and lox. And 
after the meeting, he would quietly and unassum-
ingly leave to go home without fanfare. That was 
Herb.”

The Hon. Ed Gaffney Jr., City Court judge, 
Vietnam veteran and Purple Heart recipient, pro-
vided some background on the conflict. Gaffney 
served in the Marine Corps with the 9th Marines, 
3rd Marine Division, from October 1968 to No-
vember 1969, and was part of a three-man Marine 
Corps Forward Observer team that was attached to 
the Army’s 101st Airborne Division. Gaffney is a 
Purple Heart recipient from the Vietnam War, and 
also holds the NYS Conspicuous Service Cross.

“Beginning about 1933, when the Jews were 
being persecuted in earnest by the Nazis, Germany 
went about its quest to take over other countries,” 
Gaffney began. “Later on, fascist Italy became its 
partner, and Japan, seeking to dominate the Pacific, 
joined them. To this, together they formed what 
was known as the Axis, a group that was based 
upon and driven by nothing other than pure evil. 
After being attacked by the Japanese, our country 
entered World War II and ultimately, about 16.1 
million Americans would serve in that conflict. 
While that may seem like a large number of peo-
ple, it represents just slightly more than 12 percent 
of our population at that time. One of those who 
served is the man whom we are honoring today: 
Col. Herbert Blum…a resident of Yonkers, when 
he was just 18 years old – and serve he did.

“Before he was sent overseas, he was trained 
at Fort McClellan, Ala., and Fort Meade, Ga.,” 
continued Gaffney. “Then he was assigned to a 
combat unit, the 141st Infantry, 36th Infantry Di-
vision. With that outfit, Col. Blum participated in 
actions in North Africa, and also the amphibious 
invasion of Italy (at Salerno). As a result of his 
combat actions, Blum was wounded four times – 
once in North Africa, twice in France, and once in 
Italy. Later, Herb was assigned to a different unit, 
a special unit, one that had been established by 
President (Theodore) Roosevelt’s direct military 
order. That outfit had been formed by Gen. Wil-
liam “Wild Bill” Donovan, and called the Office of 
Strategic Services. That unit was the predecessor 
of the Central Intelligence Agency. 

“OSS was tasked with a variety of activities 
and missions, including – but certainly not limited 
to – collecting intelligence by spying, perform-
ing acts of sabotage, waging a war of propaganda, 
organizing and coordinating anti-Nazi resistance 
groups in Europe, and providing military train-
ing for anti-Japanese guerilla movement in Asia. 
While part of the OSS, Herb was inserted by para-
chute into areas where he would operate behind 
enemy lines. His objectives were to map enemy 
installations and gun placements, monitor troop 
concentrations and movements, and map and neu-
tralize mines and other explosives. 

“While performing those critical duties, Col. 
Blum worked with the French underground,” add-
ed Gaffney. “At one point, Herb was tasked with 
locating a place where Gen. Patton could cross the 
Rhine River with his tanks (into Germany). Need-
less to say, the crossing had to study enough to sup-
port the heavy armor that made up Patton’s group. 
Herb and his crew found the Ludendorff Bridge, 
which linked the towns of Remagen and Erpel. 
That structure, better known to Americans as the 
Bridge at Remagen (title of a movie made in 1969), 
was heavily laced with explosives and mines. Herb 
and his team were able to neutralize the explosives, 
which gave Patton a very needed 48-hour period to 
cross the Rhine River, with his entire heavy armor 
group before the Germans could destroy it.” 

The battle and capture of the Ludendorff 
Bridge at Remagen took place March 7 and 8, 
1945.

“Shortly after that successful operation, Col. 
Blum was captured by the Germans and sent to a 
Prisoner of War camp, Stalag 19,” said Gaffney. 
“He was there for two months when an air raid 
knocked out electrical power to the camp, pre-
senting Blum with an opportunity to escape – one 
which he capitalized on (escaping to the Russian 
lines). Among his exploits, Col. Blum was instru-
mental in thwarting an enemy flank attack on his 
unit, saving several soldiers from drowning, locat-
ing a lost unit, and establishing a supply route so 
that unit could get resupplied with ammo and ra-
tions.

“This past Friday, June 6, 2014, we 
celebrated the 70th anniversary of D-Day. 
While we celebrate the great feat of those 
Allied troops, it is important to note that 
Col. Blum parachuted into France a full 
five months before that invasion. Like so 
many other young Americans, Blum re-
turned home after the war and quietly set 
out to put his personal life back on track. 

“With his diploma from Roosevelt 
High School, Herb attended New York 
University, where he obtained his engi-
neering degree and went into business for 
himself. With his professional life mov-
ing along, Herb then went to Maryland 
and married the love of his life, Rosalee. 
Herb and Rosalee were the proud parents 
of son John and daughter Dawn. 

“However, America was not yet 
done with Herb Blum, and he heeded the 
call of his country and his community 
on many occasions,” continued Gaffney. 
“Col. Blum served during the Korean 
War; during the Vietnam War he became 
an adviser to Gen. Westmoreland; then 
during the Persian Gulf War he served as 
an adviser to Gen. Schwarzkopf.” 

On the civic side, Blum served on 
the New York Guard, the Yonkers Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Yonkers Park Board. 

Gaffney noted: “In this day and age, popular 
society and media use the words ‘hero’ and ‘com-
bat’ in a manner that fails to portray their true mean-
ing. Combat is not a rough football game. Combat 
is not a tough match at the U.S. Open because it 
is too hot. It is not any manner of sporting event. 
Combat is sheer Hell. In the words of my former 
Commanding Officer Robert H. Barrow, when he 
addressed the Senate Armed Services Committee 
as the commandant of the Marine Corps, ‘Combat 
is finding and closing with and killing or capturing 
the enemy, if you are down on the ground combat 
scheme of things. In plain and simple terms, it is 
killing.’

“A hero is not a sports figure. A hero is some-
one like Col. Blum who has repeatedly put his life 
on the line for his country and his fellow soldiers,” 
said Gaffney. “Herb Blum is a combat hero; a true 
American hero. It has been my distinct honor and 
pleasure to have known several highly-decorated 
Americans, Medal of Honor and Navy Cross recip-
ients. For those of you not familiar with the Navy 
Cross, it is the equivalent of the Distinguished 
Service Cross – among them Gunnery Sgt. Jimmy 
Howard, Harvey Barnum, Robert O’Malley and 
Robert Darrow. To a man, were I to describe those 
people, the word is humble, always discussing 
what deeds others performed, and in my opinion, 
that word also describes Col. Herbert Blum.” 

Gaffney explained that he met Blum a few 
years before his death at a wake for a fellow vet-
eran.

“We were alone in a rather dimly-lit room 
when he was wearing the lapel pin for the Distin-
guished Service Cross,” he said. “Since we had 
both been in combat, we began to chat. I could 
tell, though, that he was guarded about certain 
things, so I respected his position and didn’t push 
him. Over time, I learned why Herb was reticent to 
speak about certain things, so I left it to him to let 
things come out at his own pace…Not only did he 
have to live with the horrible memory of war, but 
Col. Blum had to live with not being able to share 
many of the memories he had experienced.”

Blum’s list of decorations are as follows: 
Two Distinguished Service Crosses, the second-
highest award this country can give; One Distin-
guished Service Medal; the Legion of Merit; two 
Silver Stars; two Bronze Stars; four Purple Hearts; 
four Good Conduct Medals; One Soldier’s Medal; 
one Prisoner of War Medal; one European The-
atre Medal, with five Battle Stars; one Victory 
Medal; One Combat Infantryman’s Medal; one 
Paratrooper’s ring; two Presidential Unit citations; 
Army of Occupation Medal; Kuwait Liberation 
Medal; Desert Storm Sands Medal; de Croix de 
Guerre with Bronze Palms; two NYS Conspicuous 
Service Crosses; two NYS Conspicuous Service 
Medals; the NYS Longevity Medal for 25 years of 
service; and the NYS Defense of Liberty Medal for 
his World Trade Center disaster service. 

“Col. Herbert Blum was a true American 
warrior,” said Gaffney. “He loved his country and 
entered the Army at the age of 18 to serve it, and 
accomplished more than most men dream of. Even 
though he is no longer with us, Blum keeps on giv-
ing. There are many people who owe their lives to 
Herb and that gift of life continues to this day with 
the lives of their descendants. 

“Herb also loved his family, his wife, children 
and grandchildren – and he loved his community, 
serving them until his death. Thank you for all you 
did, Herb, and may you rest in peace and may your 
family be comforted by the gratitude of this nation. 
God Bless America, and may He protect the men 
and women of our military,” concluded Gaffney.

Former Yonkers Mayor John Spencer added: 
“My short story goes to the personality and the 
humble side of a real hero…Being that he was 
such a gentleman and a class guy, I wanted him to 
serve on the local Waterfront Development Board. 
One night at a meeting he was close to me, and 
I could see that Distinguished Service Crosses on 
his lapels – you just don’t see so many of them on 
people’s lapels. 

“After the meeting was over, I poked Herb’s 
chest and said, ‘I know my military ribbons, that is 
a Distinguished Service Cross.’ Herb knew that I, 
too, was a combat veteran, and when pushed and 
asked him, ‘Where were you?’ he just put his head 
down and in typical humble fashion, Herb just 
said, ‘yes it is’ and would not talk about it. I asked 
Herb but he was reticent and would not talk about 
it, except to say, ‘Mayor, I do have two of them. It 
was a long time ago.’”

Spencer quoted Rabbi Vinas’ words and de-
scribed Col. Herbert Blum as “a patriot who spent 
his entire life defending liberty as a proud Jewish 
American.” 

Part Two of Col. Herbert Blum’s story will 
continue in next week’s edition of Yonkers Rising.

Gen. George Patton awards Herbert Blum in 1941.

‘Gentle Giant’
Continued from Page 1

By dan Murphy 
Two high school students from Ossining 

have created a game application called Skyfall-
er that has been picked up by the Apple APP 
store and, they hope, will be the first of many 
technological creations to come. 

Sami Mughal, who graduated from Ossin-
ing High School in June and is headed to Hart-
wick College, and junior Eric Szabo have been 
friends and members of the Ossining Computer 
Science Club for two years. Last year, Sami 
came up with the idea of Skyfaller, in which 
a skydiver jumps from a plane and the object 
is to avoid as many clouds as possible on your 
way down. 

Sami needed someone to turn his idea of a 
game into a reality through programming, and 
Eric finished the job in 10 hours. 

“I started playing online games four years 
ago and was interested in how to program and 
create these games,” said Eric. “I joined a cou-
ple of online forums and learned how to do it 
myself.” 

This is his first completed programmed 
game application. 

While Eric likes working on the pro-
gramming side of the business, Sami likes to 
be the front man for their business, Skyfaller 
Technologies. “We have a lot of ideas, includ-
ing games, but also other apps that will make 
life better and easier. Our focus right now is to 
see how far we can go with Skyfaller and then 
re-invest any money we make on it for other 
projects.” 

The first big step for anyone with a game 
or application is to get onto the Apple APP 
store. After one month of obtaining licensing 
and certification, and a $100 fee, Skyfaller was 
available at the APP store June 14. 

So far, there are 2,083 users for Skyfaller, 
most in the United States. The game is free and 
so far the reviews are good. 

“We wanted to make something cool for 
our friends and family, but it has grown beyond 
that,” said Sami. “Let’s see how many users we 
have after six months.” 

Like all creators of free apps and games, 
Sami and Eric will make money from the ad-
vertisements that pop up below their games. 
Iad, a division of Apple, sells the ads and shares 
the revenues, which are based on the number of 
users who click onto the ads, with the creators. 

Sami and Eric need hundreds of thousands 
of users in order to make the kinds of money 
that uber-popular game apps like Flappy Birds 
and Doodle Jump have earned – $50,000 per 
month. 

“Our game is better than Flappy Birds,” 
said Sami. “A lot of these game apps were cre-
ated by major corporations. We can compete 
with them and come up with creative projects 

that can be successful. The beauty of this is that 
we don’t know how successful it will be – it’s 
up to the marketplace.” 

The next step forward on Skyfaller will be 
to get onto Google’s Android app store, which 
should be completed by the end of the summer. 
And if they get enough attention, and users, to 
make it onto Apple’s App store home page, then 
the number of users and revenues will vastly 
increase, and Sami and Eric could one day be 
the next stars in the world of technology. 

“Steve Jobs, Mark Zuckerberg and Larry 
Paige all had an idea and created a project that 
bettered humanity,” said Sami. “A lot of people 
can’t live without their IPhone, or Facebook, 
or Google – they have now become an exten-
sion of our everyday life. That’s what we want 
to do.

“Eric and I are creative geniuses and the 
most important people of our generation. We’re 
at the forefront of a major innovative genera-
tion that will come up with new inventions and 
ideas. Skyfaller is the first of many new ideas 
that you have never seen before,” he concluded. 

I downloaded Skyfaller and enjoyed the 
game. My 12-year-old daughter also down-
loaded the game on our IPpad and played it for 
some time. 

To contact Skyfaller technologies and 
Sami or Eric, email samimughal@aol.com.

Westchester Wiz Kids 
Create Skyfaller Application 

Ossining High School graduate Sami Mughal, right, and junior Eric Szabo.

Help support a couple of Westchester teens 
and get the free Skyfaller game app.



name explicitly states that its priorities lie in 

“athletics,” is hosting such a camp. 
When the idea was brought to the Board 

of Directors, it saw the camp as a way to help 
expand PAL’s outreach to serving the children 
of Yonkers. Howard Berman, a member of the 
board, personally took interest in the project 
and the possibilities it presented. He envisions 
PAL broadening its focus from athletics to in-
cluding academics and science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics.

The Mechadogs, on the other hand, 
simply wanted to share its passion for what 

it sees as its “sport.” Members of the team 
who taught at the camp include Theodore 
Kim, Aida Mehovic, Jermaine Leslie, Jessica 
Samuel, Fernando Paulino, Hillary Frank and 
Eileen Gerard. Team Captain Theodore Kim 
said he came up with the idea of a robotics 
camp and designed its curriculum, because 
“we wanted to show children how fun science 
and technology can be.”  

Deryn Hurst, who will be in the sixth 
grade at PEARLS in September, said this was 
her first experience participating in any of the 

programs sponsored by PAL. She said she 
liked the camp because she learned a lot about 
how to build a robot and is ready to build a 
robot on her own. Because of this camp, Hurst 
gained a new appreciation of how she can use 
what she learns in science and math as a fu-
ture career, she said.

It is the hope of Yonkers PAL that by 
providing more diverse and new technology-
based programs, more children of Yonkers 
can become engaged and take advantage of its 
programs.

retreat in Rye Brook, 60 college deans and profes-
sors from the National Council for Science and the 
Environment made their way to Yonkers for a tour 
of the Science Barge and the daylighted Van der 
Donck Park. The participants were so impressed 
that many of them handed out their business cards 
to the Yonkers High School interns who were co-
leading the tours. 

Then, upon the recommendation of Walters, 
the 60 teachers split up across downtown Yonkers 
to dine at a number of local eateries, including La 
Bella Havana, Giovanni’s, Zuppa, Khangri, Dol-
phin and X20. 

Also, new and established businesses came 
together late in May when Groundwork hosted 
a reception on the Science Barge for more than 
30 Mindspark employees, welcoming them to the 
Yonkers community. Chef Peter Kelly of X20 was 
on hand to cater the party, and Sepi Pashaie, owner 

of Wine in Due Time, a new shop on Pier Pointe 
Street, served choice wines. 

“I made these connections at a recent YONY 
meet-up at the Yonkers Library,” explained Direc-
tor of Development at Groundwork Holly Male-
kian. “When the YONY interviewer asked Mind-
spark CEO Joey Levin where his employees like 
to eat, he immediately replied ‘X20!’ So, I asked 
Peter Kelly if he would be willing to cater a recep-
tion for Mindspark on the barge, and he graciously 
agreed. During the meet-up I also met Sepi and 
thought it would be great to introduce Peter and 
the Mindspark crew to her new wine store on the 
waterfront.”

Aside from professional groups, the barge has 
also been the destination for more than 25 school 
groups from across Westchester County, Man-
hattan, New Jersey and Connecticut since April. 
More than 625 students, third-grade through high 
school, have taken the barge’s science-packed 
tours and learned about renewable energy prac-
tices, minimal-waste policy, and alternative plant-
growing methods.

Meanwhile, there has been a steady stream of 
walk-on visitors on weekends when, from noon to 
6 p.m., the barge is open to the public. Families, 
older adults and teens have crossed the gang plank 
in force to fish for blue crabs, visit the greenhouse, 
examine the energy systems and relax on the river.

This year, the barge is once again hosting 
the popular Arts and Science Sundays, a 15-week 
environmental education program funded by the 
Junior League of Bronxville. Starting this month 
and running every Sunday from 2 4 p.m., this pro-
gram exposes children and their families to envi-
ronmental issues by offering games and activities 
related to nutrition, botany, the Hudson River and 
renewable energy. All are welcome.

On July 22, in celebration of science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics education, 
the barge will present “Pi Day” with an open 
house and free tour for the public. The event will 
take place from 3:14 to 6:28 p.m.

This summer, for the first time, Jennifer 
Sloan, director of education on the barge, will 
be offering Science Barge Explorers Camp, from 

Aug.18 to 22. Geared toward children age 5 to 9, 
the week-long camp will operate from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and will include activities, games and 
field trips.

To invite public support, the Science Barge 
has recently launched a membership campaign 
called “Friends of the Barge,” and those who do-
nate will receive a variety of benefits, from Sci-
ence Barge T-shirts and hats, to having flowers in 
their name painted on the deck, to private tours. To 
become a Friend of the Barge, or for more infor-
mation about events, call 914-375-2151.

The Science Barge, a program of Ground-
work Hudson Valley, is funded by grants from 
Yonkers Public Schools, the City of Yonkers, Con 
Edison, Bronxville Junior League, USDA, Cliff 
Bar, Israel and Mollie Myers Foundation, and 
Domino Sugar. 

Nadya Klimenko is entering her junior year 
at SUNY Geneseo, where she is studying com-
parative literature and environmental issues. In 
the fall, she will be studying film in the Czech 
Republic. 

Visitors to Science 
Continued from Page 1
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“Captain” Bob Walters welcomes staff members from PepsiCo’s nutrition development department aboard the Science Barge.

Robotics camp volunteers Hillary Frank, Fernando Paulino and Theodore Kim speak to camp attendees who were interested in learning about robots. Photos by Ed Whitman.
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www.DreamWorkKitchens.com

Green Kitchens on Sale
Don’t Pay Extra to Protect Your Health

No Formaldehyde
•

0% VOCs
•

Non-Solvent Based Stains

914-777-0437
Serving Westchester • New York City • SW Connecticut

Bathrooms & Fine Cabinetry

FREE Showroom
Consultation

Yonkers PAL 
Continued from Page 1



PAGE 10 - YoNkERs RisiNG - FRidAY, JulY 18, 2014

Band leader Orange Julius on drums.

The Downtown BID movie night showing of “Despicable Me 2” was well attended.

A large crowd on the Yonkers Pier, enjoying the cool breeze and great music. City Councilman Christopher Johnson and Parks Department Commissioner Yvette Harts-
field at the movie night.

Cocomama at the HRM Amphitheater.

Crowds are already building at the new HRM Amphitheater, which is only a few months old.

Summer Fun in Yonkers: Concerts & Movies Downtown

The Yonkers Downtown Waterfront Busi-
ness Improvement District began its sum-
mer movie and concert series last week, when 
“Despicable Me 2” kicked off BID’s Tuesday 
night movies on July 8, with a 30-foot inflatable 
screen and fee popcorn from United Healthcare 
Community Plan.

DWBID Director Daniel Lipka greeted 
the crowd, along with Councilman Christopher 

Johnson and Parks Commissioner Yvette Harts-
field.

Two recent concerts along the Yonkers 
Riverfront highlighted DWBID’s and Hudson 
River Museum’s summer offerings: It was a full 
house at the Yonkers Pier for BID’s Friday night 
concert series, featuring a group of young musi-
cians led by 15-year-old drummer Orange Ju-
lius and the Big Beat Band, comprised of high 

school students. This is the new generation to 
carry on the tradition that is American jazz and 
blues. The 2013 Yonkers Idol, Daphne Thomp-
son, joined them onstage to sing “Maybe This 
Time” from the musical “Cabaret.” 

At the Hudson River Museum Amphithe-
ater, the Salsa band Cocomama performed for a 

rousing 90-minute set that had the crowd danc-
ing in the aisles and down by the stage.

For more information on summer events in 
downtown Yonkers, visit www.DWBID.com, 
and for more information on the Hudson River 
Museum and its amphitheater, visit www.HRM.
org.

Photos by Donna Davis 
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$29
*In absence of gum disease. Uninsured new patients only. Offer expires  8/8/14 .

exam, full set of x-rays, 
consultation &
CLEANING*

LET’S GET ACQUAINTED

(reg $525)

With this coupon. New and non-insured patients only. Limit 1 per family.
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Offer expires  8/8/14 .

$40 exam, prophylaxis, 
bitewings & 
fluoride

CHILD’S SPECIAL

(reg $395)

2-hour in-office whitening with take 
home custom-made bleaching trays, 
bleaching gel, desensitizing gel & 
carry case. (reg $750, now $550)
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Offer expires  8/8/14 .
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$450 per implant +$600 post +$900 crown=$1950*total

*Individual circumstances may incur additional cost

Permanent Teeth In 1 Day!

Our motto at
Guerrino Dentistry
is giving back to the 
community. Please call 
855-95-TOOTH if you 
would like to get us 
involved in one of your 
community service events.

Always With Personal Care

1-855-95-TOOTH (86684) Open Monday-Saturday
24-Hour Emergency Service · (914) 420-7083

Hablamos Español

WWW.GUERRINODENTISTRY.COM

GDGD

We accept MetLife, Aetna, 
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many other insurance plans

All dental specialists 
in each office

1 Byram Brook Place
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