Dear Prime Minister Fukuda, Mayor Sangen, Mr. Tanaka, and Minister of Health Masuzoe, Mr. Imanishi,
I am outraged by Japan’s brutal annual slaughter of dolphins and small whales, and I am equally appalled by the government-sanctioned feeding of this mercury-contaminated dolphin meat to innocent school children. I am concerned for two main reasons.  

First, the methods used to kill these animals are extremely cruel. Corralling the frightened dolphins into bays, then making them suffer a long and painful death by spears, hooks, and drowning is totally inhumane. This action is disgraceful and has caused much disappointment in Japan among the international community. The images of bloody red water clearly show the world that Japan has little respect for the state of the world’s oceans. But surely you must care about the health of Japan’s own children?  

This leads me to my second point.  Scientific evidence has shown that the dolphin meat used in school lunches contains large quantities of methyl-mercury.  This powerful toxin has been linked to brain damage, genetic birth defects, and even death in humans who consume it.  The mercury content of dolphin meat is significantly higher than levels that resulted in the deaths of nearly 2,000 people in Minamata in the 1950s. It is completely irresponsible to sell toxic, mercury-contaminated dolphin meat in public markets, but it is unforgivable to feed this meat to innocent school children who do not have any choice but to eat it. 

I implore you to remove this tainted dolphin meat from your school lunch programs immediately.  The developing bodies of children need nourishment to grow, not poison.  Children are far more susceptible than adults to the toxins found in dolphin meat.  Please give them a fighting chance—stop forcing them to eat dolphins. 

Beyond this, I urge you to honor Japan’s social responsibility to protect not only its children, but also the dolphins living in its coastal waters, who are members of the global community—please cease the slaughter altogether. These dolphins do not belong to Japan, and it is an unthinkable tragedy that they end up on the plates of children in school cafeterias, or deceptively packaged as whale meat in supermarkets, loaded with mercury and other dangerous toxins. It is also unacceptable that the remaining dolphins who are not killed will end up destined for death in an aquarium, water park, or swim-with-dolphins program.  
Do the right thing.  Permanently renounce and STOP this slaughter today. And know that people like myself will continue to work diligently to bring this issue to international light until Japan has ceased its reprehensible violence.

Sincerely,
[your name and contact info]
