The Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP

Secretary of State for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs

Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs
Nobel House
17 Smith Square
London
SW1P 3JR

Date

Dear Mr Benn

I am a supporter of the Captive Animals’ Protection Society (CAPS), which has been campaigning for an end to the use of performing animals in circuses for over 50 years.

You will be aware that the Circus Working Group (CWG) report, published by DEFRA in October 2007, claimed that evidence of animal suffering in circuses is “inconclusive”, despite considerable amounts of documentation submitted by animal protection groups. Amazingly, the CWG academic panel was not allowed to consider the training and performance of animals, in its deliberations. Equally, it was prevented from taking into consideration extensive undercover video footage which clearly shows suffering and woefully inadequate conditions for circus animals.

In a 2005 MORI poll, 80% of those surveyed said they were against the use of wild animals in circuses and 65% stated they were opposed to the use of all animals.

Animals in circuses lead a pathetic life. A life where they are ‘on the road’ for 10 months of each year, travelling great distances and continually being loaded on and unloaded off lorries, during this time. Their accommodation is pitifully small and provides no meaningful stimulation. And all real training of animals is done in complete secrecy - even the RSPCA is not allowed to see this.
In a civilised 21st century society we should not be subjecting animals to this miserable life, just for the sake of entertainment.

As you are aware, Early Day Motion 965 - Animal Welfare in Circuses - has recently been put before Parliament and is attracting cross-party support from MPs. It calls upon the Government to ban the use of wild animals in circuses and to restrict the use of domestic animals through a strict licensing system. I respectfully ask that you support such a ban and end a life of misery for many animals.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely
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Address:
